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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY . R
¢ | ' ROANOKE, TOWN OF HABS No. WV-209-L. -

{0dd Fellows Lodge) (Whitesel Store)

-Location: Roancke, West Virginia.
Elevation: ca. 1060'.

UTM Ref ererinces as given on the National Register of Historic Places Nomination form:
Zone: 17
Easting: 544050
Northing: 4309030

U.S.G.S. Map: Roanoke, West Virginia, 7.5' (1966 edition, photo revised 1979).
Present Owner: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Present Occupant: Ray Roach.

Present Use: dwelling/store.

Construction Date: 1890s.

Historical Information: As in the case of many of the lots in Roanoke, this property
originally was divided from a larger tract owned by Joseph Hall. In fact, it was part of
e 4 acre tract which he sold in 1873 to William Godfrey and Draper Mitchell as a site
a gristmill. This is recorded as the first such mill in the Collins Settlement District
of Lewis County, West Virginia (Cook 1924: 19). In turn, Godirey and Mitchell sold lots -
out of this tract, which was located near the confluence of the West Fork and Sand Fork
rivers, The tract containing the mill complex is recorded to have been owned by several
persons over a period of 10-20 years. Using deeds to reconstruct a correct order of
ownership, it appears that Godfrey and Mitchell sold the miil tract (known as Lot 12) to
William Watson sometime prior to March 1883 when Watson and his wife, Mildred, sold
the lot to Oliver Alkire. Several months later, the Alkires sold it to Joseph McCray.
The exact composition of the steam-powered mill, its precise location and
the length of time it operated cannot be ascertained on the basis of information available
at present. Of the mill's owners, only Alkire is listed in the Lewis County, West Virginia, -
tax records as owning Lot 12, Although improvements are recorded in the tax:
listings for his land, there is no way of determining what was being taxed; presumably it
was the mill complex. Taxation on what is thought to have been the mill complex
remained under Alkire's name through 1890 despite the fact that it is recorded elsewhere
that Alkire sold it to Joseph McCray. Alkire had rebuilt the mill following a fire in 1883
-(Cook 1924: 19). If the deeds are accurate, the sale took place in June 1883.
It is possible that although Alkire sold the mill, he may have continued to operate it and
to pay taxes on it for part of the time that it technically was owned by McCray. -

According to Cook (1924: 19) it was the presence of this sawmill/gristmill complex
that first attracted attention to the Roanoke area as a locus for settlement.
Consequently, Joseph Hall, who owned a parcel of land near the mill consisting of over 80
acres, had William Peterson survey a tract in the vicinity of the mill complex to establish
Qvelopment fots. Hall thereafter began to sell lots in what became Roanoke, West

rginia (Cook 1924: 19; Lewis County Deed Book é: 501). Dates cited by Cook (1924) for
the sale of certain tracts of Hall's land in Roanoke conflict with dates recorded in the
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deed and tax records, but it is clear that Hall began to offer land lots in Roanoke for sale
sometime during the 1870s,

Returning to the discussion of Lot 12, it is not known when the mill complex ceased
its operation, but in November |1 885, McCray sold part of Lot 12 to William S. Hefner.
The dimensions of the subdivided lot are undear, but on the basis of a study
of the land ownership history of Tracts 1540 and 1542, it seems reasonably certain that
Hefner purchased the northern part of Lot 12, listed as Tract 1540 in this study. He and
his wife, Lizzie, subsequently sold it to B. L. Hefner earlyin 1892, InDecember 1894, B,
L. Hefner sold the tract to R. N. Duncan and J. P. Whitesel. These owners
were never jointly taxed for the property, however. Whitesel was first taxed
(individually) on the lot for the year 1895. His taxes for the year 1897 also included
levies on improvements to the property . This may be an indication that the
existing structure on Tract 1540, which is locally believed to have been constructed ir.
the 1897s, was built ca. 1897 (James Whelan ! 981, pers. comm.). It may have been buil:
by Whitesel as a store for he is known to have operated a general store in tha:
approximate area for a number of years, He may have operated his store from a building
on Tract 1540 prior to the time that he sold it to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
in June 1905, thereafter purchasing Tract 1542 in November of the same ..
year,

The possibility that the property purchased by the Odd Fellows in 1905 included a
structure seems good considering the $1200,00 purchase price. Informants have noted.
that the structure originally was a one story building to which a second story was added.
The addition was reached by an exterior stairway on the north side of the building. The
construction date of the addition is not known. In the late 1930s, the exterior stairway

to the second floor was enclosed. A well with a wooden watkway to it

existed to the rear (i.e., east) of the structure {James Whelan 1981, pers. comm,).

The structure has been known for decades as the Odd Feliows Lodge (Independent

. Order of Odd Fellows), but it has also included a general store "~ on the
first floor for a long period of time. The Odd Fellows meeting room, which also served’

as the meeting place of the Rebeccas (the female "counterpart” of the Odd Fellows) was .
on the second floor. Former residents of Roanoke readily recalled the operators of the
store: J. P, Whitesel and R. N. Duncan "a year or so before the turn of the century"
(which corresponds very well with known dates from ownership and tax records ); . _

T. F. Mullooly "around the time of World War 1" also was recalled and later,
Blaine Rollyson, Cecil Horner, a Mr. Chapman (who committed suicide in a chicken house
once located at the rear of the building) and finally Ray Roach » the last.
operator of any store in the building, Most of the informants interviewed in the course
of this study identified the store with the Whitesel family name. For that reason, this
name is used throughout the enmsuing discussion to refer to the store pornon of the
building. : :

While the store was not always competitive with other mercantile and general -
stores in the village, the various proprietors of ..
the "Whitese]" store offered large supplies of groceries, feed for livestock, cooking - .

wares, nails, some clothing, candy and soft drinks, eggs and other items. At times, these "
were purchased from local suppliers and occasionally were obtained by barter. The
convenience of purchasing by credit attracted local customers to the store (James'
Whelan 1981, pers. comm.). L
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. The many activities of the Odd Fellows matched In Importance the commercial
contrlbutions of the store located In the hall, Indeed, a critical part of the community's
history is reflected in the longevity and service of the Odd Fellows. The 50 and 35 year

~pins of Gilbert Bowyers and George Post, later the work of JIm McClain, Maxwell Martin
and others (George and Ruth Post 1981, pers. comm.) was frequently recounted by most

-of the informants interviewed in the course of the preparation of this report.

Not every male in the vicinity of Roanoke, West Virginia, belonged to the Odd
Fellows, but for years the membership was about 40 men which often included a few
members from Vandalia, West Virginia, and other nearby communities. Most Odd Fellow
members also belonged to the Roanoke United Methodist Protestant Church; the odd
Fellows met on Monday nights, and for decades the group could count on 25 or more men
at each meeting (Oliver "Peck" Posey 1981, pers. comm.).

in addition to providing general leadership within the community and working from
time to time in "paint-up," "fix-up" projects on the hall, the Odd Fellows helped the
“needy (usually in secret), provided care for widows and or phans and offered succor to the
- families of the recently deceased, The lodge members held a picnic each year,
conducted an annual memorial service for its dead and had special gatherings on select
- holidays throughout the year (James and Marie McClain 1981, pers. comm.). An active
group, some members of the Roanoke lodge served as district and state officials of the

- International Order of Odd Fellows,

~ As noted previously, lodge meetings were held in the upstairs hall {Room 9) which
two small outer-rooms (Rooms 6, 8 ) The front (i.e., west end) of Room 9
an elevated platform with chalrs for the officers. Over the years, the appearance of

the hall never changed.

The Rebeccas joined the Odd Fellows in their civic contributions. At times, they

- set up a quilting frame in the hall where women would work on quilts that were then

auctloned off or upon which chances would be sold. The proceeds were always given to
charity (William and Evaline Horner 1981, pers. comm.). _

In the post-World War 1 years, as membership in both the Odd Fellows and the
Rebeccas declined, an argument occurred over the use of the hall's first floor (i.e., the
“store" portion of the structure). A group of Odd Fellows joined members of the fam

~ women's club to remodel the first floor of the hall with the intention of making it a
community center where various organizations could meet. However, a dispute erupted
over rent, the lodge locked the doors of the center, and unfortunately the building lived
under a “cloud of ignominy" during its last useful years (Bertha Brinkley 1981, pers.
comm.). Recently, both the Odd Fellows and the Rebeccas returned their charters and
merged with similar organizations elsewhere in West Virginia. The Ronoake Rebeccas
are now members of the Berlin, West Virginia, sorority, while the Roancke Odd Fellows
belong to the Weston, West Virginia, fraternity (James and Bonnie Hawkins Fultineer
1981, pers. comm.).

' Architectural Information:

General Description: The Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge is a two story rectangular
.‘nmercfal structure with a shed roof.
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Exterior Description :

Overall Dimensions: 36'1" x 505",

Foundation: The foundation of the structure consists of sandstone piers of various
dimensions. The north wall is supported on six piers, the east and west walls on three and
the south wall on six. An undetermined number of piers support the floor joists
throughout the building.

Walls: The walls are composed of 4 1/2" German cove siding attached with wire nails;
the walls are painted light gray and are covered with 1'x 2 green asbestos siding.

Framing: light timber frame; 2" x 4" studs on 24" centers.

Porch: A 7'x 26'8" porch extends across the store facade (west elevation). The deck is
poured concrete and is raised ca. 7" above the ground. The felt paper-covered shed roof
is supported by four 3 1/2" square columns with cambered edges.

Chimneys: None at present.

Roof: The shed roof of the structure is covered with felt paper.

Interior Description: Room | (Room numbers are keyed to floor plans on pages Z5-26)

Function: Unknown.

Dimensions: 31'5" x | 3'4"; 12’ ceiling.

Wallcovering: The north wall is white drywall except bottom 3%" which is & /2"
German cove siding painted gray; east well is white drywall; south and west walls are &4
1/2" German cove siding painted white except the lower 3" which is painted gray.

Floorcovering: 3 1/2" tongue and groove yellow pine boards; unpainted; covered with
three layers of felt paper and linoleum.

Ceiling: drywall painted white with crown molding.

Baseboard: none.

Heating: none.

Fireplace: nocne,

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: two ceiling fixtures.

Stairway: see Room 5.

Interior Description: Room 2

Function: Unknown,

Dimensions: 17'5" x 13'3" 12' ceiling.

Wachovermg The south and north walls are drywalil painted white except for lower :
3'4" which is covered with German cove siding painted gray; east wall is drywal] painted
white except lower é' which is covered with tongue and groove 6 1/2"-8 1/2" boards; the -
upper half of this covering is painted white, the lower half is painted gray. _

Floorcovering: 3 1/2" tongue and groove yellow pine boards; unpainted; covered with
three layers of felt paper and linoleum.

Ceiling: drywall painted white with crown molding.

Baseboard: none.

Heating: none.

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; three outiets spaced along north wali
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Interior Description: Room 3

Function: Unknown,

Dimensions: 212" x 13%"; &' ceiling.

Wallcovering. The east wall is corrugated cardboard covered with several layers of
wallpaper; south and north walls are 3" unfinished tongue and groove horizontal boards
covered with several layers of wallpaper; west wall is 7"-1' horizontal boards covered
with several layers of wallpaper.

Floorcovering: 3 1/2" ton (Fue and groove yellow pine boards; unpainted; covered with
three layers of felt paper and linoleum.

Ceiling: 8" unfinished plain boards covered with corrugated cardboard which in turn is
covered with several layers of wallpaper.

Baseboard: none.

Heating: none.

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture.

Interior Description: Room &4

Function: store area.

Dimensions: 357" x 2172"; 12' ceiling.

Wallcovering: 3 1/2" horizontal tongue and groove boards painted white except behind
store shelves where they are stained dark brown. _

Floorcovering: 2 1/2" and 4" tongue and groove boards; unfinished but oiled.

Ceiling: 3"-5" beaded tongue and groove boards; painted white.

Baseboard: none.

Heating: The base of the sandstone chimney described in Room € (see below) is
exposed in northem half of ceiling near the east wall '

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: three ceiling fixtures; box at west end of south wall,

Other: four 4" x 4" support posts ; store shelves are along north, east and
south walls; 9 1/2" deep shelves stained dark brown; shelves and dividers have rounded
edges .

Interior Description: Room 5

Function: Unknown.

Dimensions: 133" x 492" 10'1" ceiling.

Wallcovering: 3 1/4" horizontal tongue and groove boards; painted beige.
Floorcovering: 3 1/4" tongue and groove yellow pine boards boards; unflmshed
Ceiling: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; painted beige.

Baseboard: 10" plain board with cap molding and quarter round shoe; painted belge.
Heating: none.

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: two ceiling fixtures toward rear {i.e,, east side) of room.
Stairway: 18 steps(38 1/2" width x 10 1/4" tread x 8 1 /4" rise) plus an 8 1/4" riser lead.

to a 40" x 41 1/2" Janding; steps painted gray; south wall of first story covered with 5" ..
German cove siding painted beige; north wall of first story covered with 3 1/4" vertical o

tongue and groove boards painted beige; south wall of second story covered with 3 1/4"




ROAROKE (0Odd Fellows Lodge)
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erzomal tongue and groove boards painted belge; north wall of second story covered
ith drywall painted belge.

Interior Description: Room 6

Function: Unknown.

Dimensions: 88" x 16'5"; 9'11 1/2" ceiling.

Wallocovering: drywall; painted beige.

Floorcovering: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; painted gray.

Ceiling: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; painted beige.

Baseboard: 3 |/4" plain boards; painted beige.

Heating: none.

Fireplace: none; 10" x 10" x I' sandstone block chimney passes through room in
southwest corner.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture with pullcord.

'lnterior Descriptior: Room 7

Function: Unknown.
" Dimensions: 6'10" x 12'1"; 10']1" ceiling.
Wallcovering:  6"-1' unfinished horizontal plain boards on east wall; 6"-9 /2"
- unfinished vertical boards on north and west walls.
Floorcovering: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; unfinished.
Celling: 3 | /4" tongue and groove boards; unfinished.
Baseboard: none.
Heating: none.
Fireplace: none.
Plumbing: none.
Lighting and Electricityr ceiling fixture offset toward south wall.

‘Interior Description: Room 8

Function: Unknown. -

Dimensions: 9%" x 12'; 10'1" ceiling.

Wallcovering: & 1/4"- ll 1/2" unfinished horizontal plam boards on south wall; € 1/4"-9
1/2" vertical boards on other walls; unfinished boards ‘on north and west wa!is covered
wlth unpainted drywall,

Floorcovering: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; unfinished.

Ceiling: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; unfinished.

Baseboard: none.

Heating: none.

. Flreplace: none.
. Plumbing: none.
Lighting and Electricity: ceiling fixture offset toward south wall,

Interior Descfiptibn: Room 9

B Function: meeting room.
~ Dimensions: 21'x 32'5"; 101" ceiling.
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(. Wallcovering: 3 1/2" tongue and groove boards; painted green on the north, south and
west walls and beige on east wall; the last 7' of the east end of the north wall has 3"
simple-beaded boards painted green.

Floorcovering: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; unfinished.

Ceiling: 3 1/4" tongue and groove boards; painted beige,

Baseboard: none.

Heating: register centrally located in ceiling.

Fireplace: none.

Plumbing: none.

Lighting and Electricity: three ceiling fixtures with pullcords evenly spaced along
center line of room from front to back (i.e., west to east); additional ceiling fixture with
pullcord in northwest corner.

Other: attic access through ceiling near east end of room close to the north watl; 9'9"
wide x &' Jong x 1' high platform previously centrally located along west wall.

Site:

General Setting and Orientation : The Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge fronts
on West Virginia Route 19/24, one of the two main streets in Roanoke; the property is
bordered on the east by the West Fork River, on the south by Tract 1542 and
immediately on the north by a {now) vacant lot. Just to the north of the vacant lot is the
Post store (HABS No. WV-209-K).

Historic Landscape Design: East of the building toward the river there are several trees
. of unidentified species.

Outbuilding : No structures presently exist, but there are several chicken and rabbit
cages of wire and light board constructnon (on legs) 1mmed1ately to the rear (i.e., east) of
the structure.

For project Information and bibliography, see ROANOKE HABS No. Wv-209.
For other structures in the Roanoke area, see HABRS No 5 WV-209-A -S.

The report from which this HABS documentation was prepared, along with f£ield
notes and over 90 hours of interview tapes, will be archlved at the University
of West Virginia, Morgantown, West Vlrgmla
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* ‘The Whitese! store in Roanoke, West Virginia, ca. 1903-1904. This
. photograph

shows a portion of the west elevation which is the
- principal entrance to the structure (Alta Anderson Photograph Collection).

. . The west and north elevations of the Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge in
1981, The Rinehardt store on Tract 1542 is at right. The second door from the left in

~ this elevation leads to the second floor of the structure where the Odd Fellows and
."Rebeccas held their meetings. :



ca. 1954 as it appeared in the Weston Independent (Aita Anderson- -Photograph -

Collection).

ROAROKE (0dd Fellows Lodge)
(Whitesel Store) '
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The west elevation of the.
Whitese! store/Odd Fellows Lodge as it
appeared ca. 1954 {(Lawrence G. Smith
Photograph Collection).

Another view of the west elevation of the Whitesel st'ore/Odd _Fe'!'Jo.ws,- Lodge
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Perspective control photbgraph of the west elevation of the Whitese] store/
.:ld Fellows Lodge in 1981,

s .
. Close-up of the single sash windows that form part of the west elevation of

‘the W_l'iitésel store/Odd Fellows Lodge in 1981, Some of the details of the porch roof
construction also can be seen.
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The entrance to the store
section of the Whitesel store/ Odd
Fellows Lodge in 1981, Note the
double door entrance. In doorway is
Mr. Ray Roach, {ast occupant of the
structure and of the village of
Roanoke.

(@

Perspective control photograph of the west and north elevations oi the
Whi tesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge in 1981, . . :
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@
~

Perspective control photograph of the north elevation of the Whitesel
@ ore/0dd Feliows Lodge in 1981, At right is West Virginia County Route 19/24,

: - "Perspécti\re control photograph of the west and south elevations of the
‘hitese] store/Odd Fellows Lodge in 1981. This photograph clearly shows the
relationship of the structure to West Virginia County Route 19/24
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This photograph, takenin
1981, shows the position of the former
exterior stairway prior to the time
that an addition was made to the north
wall of the Whitesel store. 1t is clear
that the original store windows were
not removed or altered when the addi- -
tion was built

interior view of Room & -
of the Whitesel store/fOdd Fellows
Lodge in 1581 looking northeast.. The .
shelving is believed to be original to - -
the construction of the Whitesel store. .
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Close-up of corner of
shelving in Room & of the Whitesel
store/Odd Fellows Lodge in 1981.

Interior of the east wall
of Room 4 of the Whitesel store/Odd
Fellows Lodge in 198f. This photo-
graph clearly shows the relationship
between the store's shelves and
counters.  Through the doorway is

- Room 3
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Close-up of the counter in the Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge in 1981,

Interior of Room 9 of the Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge in 1981 looking .+
southwest. This room was used for meetings of the 0Odd Fellows and of their female-
counter part, the Rebeccas. Both of these groups were important social forces m the lﬁe
of the Roanoke community.
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Second fioor plan of the Whitesel storeded- Fellows Lodge.

1 2 3

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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WEST ELEVATION

I '
A e e

West elevation of the Whitesel _storelOdd Fellows Lodge.
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EAST ELEVATION

'}i“ w'

East elevation of the Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge.
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SECTION B-B
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Transverse section (B-B) through the Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodgé.
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